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About the Arie Crown Theater 
 
 

Whether you are planning a concert, theatrical event or meeting at Chicago's Arie Crown Theater, here is all the 

information you need to make your upcoming show a success. The Arie Crown Theater is a 4,188-seat proscenium arch 

theatre located in Lakeside Center at McCormick Place, just 2.5 miles south of downtown Chicago. It features one of the 

largest and most adaptable stages in the Midwest, able to accommodate events in scale from a single lecturer to complex 

industrial shows.  It is accessible via a wide variety of public transportation methods and ample parking is available. 
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Theater Technical Specifications 
 

Chicago is a leading business and cultural destination because of its 
outstanding and diverse music, food, art and theater productions. The 
Arie Crown Theater provides the city with a strong, central fixture in 
the theater community. The historic Arie Crown Theater is one of 
Chicagoôs foremost performance spaces. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Architecture and Acoustics 
 

The beautifully designed house of the Arie Crown Theater includes 
acoustic masts and sails. Elegant box seating is located beneath 
the sails. Recent upgrades produced a more intimate theater with 
dramatically improved acoustics. The entire facility is wheelchair 
accessible and compliant with all ADA requirements. 

 
The Arie Crown Theater is proud to be a member of the League 
of Historic American Theatres. The theater celebrated its 50th 
anniversary in 2011. 

 

 
 
 

World Class Stage and Facilities 
 

The proscenium opening is 90 feet wide by 40 feet high, with a stage 
depth of 58.4 feet. The curved stage apron is 16.5ô deep at the 
centerline. The spacious backstage area provides ample storage for 
scenery and props. The Arie Crown offers two (2) weather-protected 
berths on the loading dock adjacent to the stage. 

 
Generous cast and crew areas can be found backstage. Ten (10) 
dressing rooms are provided, as well as two (2) large rehearsal rooms, 
tech rooms, special storage areas and a ñgreen roomò for VIP and 
Performers use. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
άWe have brought concerts and comedy 
performances into the Arie Crown Theater for 
over 20 years. ItΩs our άGO TOέ destination when 
routing tours through Chicago, and have enjoyed 
a strong relationship with their staũΦέ 

 

ς Brian Alden, North American Entertainment
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Seating Capacity 
 

The Arie Crown Theater has three seating configurations: 
 

Maximum Capacity 
Main Floor: 2,315 seats 
Balcony: 1,821 seats 
Boxes: 52 seats 
Total: 4,188 seats 

 

Mid- Sized Capacity with Curtain Walls 
Main Floor: 1,568 seats 
Balcony: 1,062 seats 
Boxes: 52 seats 
Total: 2,682 seats 

 

Minimal Capacity with Curtain Walls 
Main Floor: 1,568 seats 
Balcony: 355 seats 
Boxes: 52 seats 
Total: 1,975 seats 

 

 
Full Main Floor Seating ï 2,315 seats Reduced Main Floor Seating ï 1,500 seats 

 

 

Facilities 
 

Loading Dock: 
Two covered truck berths with a 100ô long interior holding and storage area that enters onto stage left. 

 
Dressing Rooms: 

Ten ï 2-person dressing rooms with lighted dressing tables and bathrooms with showers. 
Two ï 40 person chorus rooms with lighted dressing tables and attached bathrooms. 
One ï Newly remodeled ñSTARSò dressing room on stage left with a sitting room and bathroom facilities. 
One ï full size wardrobe room with washer and dryer. 
One ï ñGreen Roomò with 10 -person conference table and three separate conversation areas (Over-stuffed 
leather chairs and coffee table) 

 
Union Affiliations 

 
The stage crew is represented by the International Association of Theatrical Stage Employees (ñIATSEò) Local No. 
2 and Local No. 110. 

 
The standard house crew consists of the following six (6) working Department Heads: 
One (1) Carpenter, one (1) Flyman, one (1) Electrician, one (1) Lighting Board operator, one (1) Audio Engineer,  
and one (1) Prop Master. 

Any additional technicians will be represented by IATSE Local No. 2 and 110 at Licenseeôs expense. 

Teamsters Union Local No. 727 will assist Licensee in bringing in additional gear and Licensee will be billed 
accordingly. 
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Stage Dimensions 
 

Proscenium: 
90ô- 0ò wide x 40ô- 0ò high 

 
Stage Width: 

Centerline to SL wall: 91ô ï 0ò 
Centerline to SR lock rail: 83ô ï 6ò 

Stage Depth: 
Plaster line to rear of loft space: 52ô ï 10ò 
(58ô wide x 20ô deep x 30ô high alcove behind this space) 
Plaster line to lip of stage: 5ô-7ò 
The curved stage apron is an additional 16ôï 5ò of stage depth at the centerline. 

 
Floor: 

The center 81ô is a wood dance floor. The entire stage and apron is covered with a painted black linoleum flooring. 
 

Rigging and Soft goods: 
There are 59 lines sets, 108ô long battens with an arbor capacity of 3,400 pounds. General spacing is 8ò O.C. 
The grid iron is 92ô-8ò above the floor. There is an additional 85ô forestage lighting truss. 
The stage is equipped with black velour legs, travelers and borders. 
There is an electrically operated blue velour, front house traveler curtain with matching teaser border. 
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Theater Drawing 
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Line Sets 
 

Pipe 
#1 
#2 
#3 
#4 
#5 
#6 
#7 
#8 
#9 
#10 
#11 
#12 
#13 
#14 
#15 
#16 
#17 
#18 
#19 
#20 
#21 
#22 
#23 
#24 
#25 
#26 
#27 
#28 
#29 
#30 
#31 
#32 
#33 
#33A 
#34 
#35 
#36 
#37 
#38 
#39 
#40 
#41 
#42 
#43 
#44 
#45 
#46 
#47 
#48 
#49 
#50 
#51 
#52 
#53 
#54 
#55 
#56 
#57 
#58 
#59 

 

Distance 
2ô- 6ò 
3ô- 6ò 
4ô-3ò 
5ô-1ò 
5ô-9ò 
6ô-5ò 
7ô-1ò 
7ô-9ò 
8ô-7ò 
9ô-3ò 
9ô-11ò 
10ô-7ò 
11ô-11ò 
12ô-7ò 
13ô-3ò 
13ô-9ò 
14ô-3ò 
14ô-11ò 
15ô-7ò 
16ô-3ò 
17ô-11ò 
18ô-7ò 
19ô-3ò 
19ô-11ò 
21ò-7ò 
21ô-7ò 
22ô-3ò 
23ô-3ò 
23ô11ò 
24ô-7ò 
25ô-3ò 
25ô-11ò 
26ô-11ò 
27ô-8ò 
28ô-7ò 
29ô- 6ò 
30ô-5ò 
31ô-1ò 
31ô-9ò 
32ô-5ò 
33ô-5ò 
34ô- 4ò 
35ô- 0ò 
35ô-8ò 
36ô-9ò 
37ô-9ò 
38ô-7ò 
39ô-5ò 
40ô-3ò 
41ô-1ò 
41ô-11ò 
43ô- 0ò 
44-ô0ò 
45ô- 0ò 
46ô-10ò 
47ô-8ò 
48ô- 4ò 
49ô- 4ò 
50ô- 0ò 
50ô-8ò 

 

Description 
Blue Grand Traveler (57ô x 2 W by 48ô H) 
Blue Valance (108ô W by 24ô H) 
Empty 
#1 Electrics (Spot Pipe) 
Empty 
Empty 
Empty 
Empty 
Electrics #2 (Border Lights) 
#1 Legs (57ô x 2 W by 40ô H) 
Border (108ô W by 18ô H) 
Empty 
#3 Electrics (Spot Pipe) 
Empty 
Empty 
Empty 
Empty 
#4 Electrics (Border Lights) 
Empty 
#2 Legs (57ô x 2 W by 40ô H) 
Border (108ô W by 18ô H) 
Empty 
Empty 
Empty 
#5 Electrics (Border Lights) 
Border (108ô W by 16ô H) 
#3 Legs (37ô x 2 W by 40ô H) 
#6 Electrics (Spot Pipes) 
Empty 
Empty 
Empty 
Empty 
#7 Electrics (Border Lights) 
Empty 
#4 Legs (37ô x 2 W by 40ô H) 
Border (108ô W by 16ô H) 
Empty 
Empty 
Empty 
Empty 
#8 Electrics (Border Lights) 
Empty 
#5 Legs (57ô x 2 W by 40ô H) 
Border (108ô W by 16ô H) 
Empty 
Empty 
Empty 
Empty 
#9 Electrics (Border Lights) 
#6 Border (108ô W by 16ô H) 
#6 Legs (57ô x 2 W by 40ô H) 
#10 Electrics (Border Lights) 
Empty 
#11 Electrics (Border Lights) 
Black Legs (43ô- 6òW) 
#12 Electrics (Border Lights) 
Empty 
Empty 
Empty 
Empty 

 

 
 

 
 

In Proscenium: 
85ô X 12ò Box Truss ï A uniform distribution capacity of 
5000 lbs. 

 
Courtesy Sound Points: 

4 (four) 1 ton motors (2 - SR and 2 - SL) 30ô from center, 
hang in proscenium (See Ground Plans) 

 
Counter weight is measured in inches ï 1ò = 30lbs 
Line set # 33A has a limited capacity of 750lbs 
Line set #27 (traveler 3) and #34 (traveler 4) are not full 
stage black-outs 
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Lighting 
 

ON- STAGE 
12 fixed electrical battens on-stage that include: 

Spot Pipes: 5, 13, 28 30 ï2KW Fresnel (per pipe) 
Border Light Pipes: 9,18,25,33,40,48,51,53,55 pipes with 500 watt par 56 border lights with red, green, amber 
and blue rhondels. 
E.T.C. Source 4 instruments located at the cloud bridge, balcony rail, high mast, box boom rails and 
tormentor positions. They include: 5, 10, 19, and 26 degree lamps  
3 Xenon Gladiator spotlights 
E.T.C. Sensor dimmers 
E.T.C. ñConcept 2Xò light board in main light booth  
1 ñUp-right Scaffoldò focusing man lift (38ô) 

 
 

Electrical 
 

Company Switches: 
4- 400 AMP, 120/208 v. 3 phase upstage right  
2- 100 AMP, 120/208 v. 3 phase upstage right  
2- 60 AMP, 120/208 v. 3 phase upstage right  
2- 100 AMP, 120/208 v. 3 phase 
- One D.S.R. 
- One D.S.L. on an isolated ground for sound 
 

Projection Booth: 

Four (4) L21-30 services evenly spaced in the floor  
Four (4) L21-30 services evenly spaced on the wall 
Two (2) 60 AMP 120/208 v. 3 phase disconnect  

(One currently has (2) L21-30 amp sub-breakers)  
Two (2) 60 AMP, 120/208 v. 3 phase upstage right 

 
 

Sound ï Incoming Production provides the PA. 
 
 

Additional Sound Equipment: 
A varied assortment of microphones, playback and record machines, 4 channel wired Clearcom Communication, 
Dressing room program and announce system, tie lines and snakes, and an infrared hearing impaired system. 

 
 
Misc. Staging and Furniture: 

An assortment of 4ô x 8ô parallel platforms in 1, 2 and 3 foot heights 
Curved choral risers 
Music stands 
Lecterns 
Yamaha Upright Piano ï Model U1 
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